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Oct. 8 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

Statement on Action Against Terrorist Organizations
October 8, 1997

Last year I signed into law the Antiterrorism
and Effective Death Penalty Act. It authorizes
the Secretary of State, in consultation with the
Secretary of the Treasury and the Attorney Gen-
eral, to designate an organization that engages
in terrorist activity a foreign terrorist organiza-
tion if it threatens the national security of the
United States. The law prevents any fundraising
or other financial transactions by these groups
in the U.S. Heavy criminal penalties will also
be levied against individuals in the United States
who provide material support or resources to
these terrorist organizations. Together, these
provisions will help deprive terrorist groups of
the resources they need to finance their acts
of destruction.

Today Secretary Albright has designated 30
foreign organizations as terrorist groups. Now
we will work to uncover those who raise money

for them in America and encourage our friends
and allies to do the same within their own bor-
ders.

The Secretary’s designations are part of our
ongoing fight against those who would under-
mine freedom and prosperity by violent acts.
Just as we must reward and encourage the
builders of peace and democracy, we must give
no quarter to the enemies of these aspirations.
Today’s action sends a clear message: The path
to change is through dialog and open delibera-
tion, not violence and hatred. The United States
is committed to fight against those who speak
the language of terror.

NOTE: The designation of foreign terrorist organi-
zations was published in the Federal Register on
October 8 (62 FR 52650).

Statement on Signing the Department of Defense Appropriations Act, 1998
October 8, 1997

I have today signed into law H.R. 2266, the
Department of Defense Appropriations Act,
1998.

This bill provides for a strong national de-
fense, maintains high military readiness, funds
investment programs necessary to modernize the
equipment that our combat forces use, and sup-
ports our commitments to a better quality of
life for our service personnel and their families.
By providing the necessary support for our
armed forces, this bill ensures continuing Amer-
ican global leadership.

As President, I have a solemn obligation to
provide for the defense of our country. My Ad-
ministration has designed a coherent strategy to
provide the necessary military forces to deter
and prevail over the threats we may face.

I remain deeply concerned, however, that the
funding provided in this bill is excessive. The
bill provides $4.2 billion more than I requested
in my 1998 budget, and $1.2 billion more than
the levels that my Administration believes was
agreed to in the Bipartisan Budget Agreement.

Further, section 8080 of the Act contains cer-
tain reporting requirements that could materially
interfere with or impede this country’s ability
to provide necessary support to another nation
or international organization in connection with
peacekeeping or humanitarian assistance activi-
ties otherwise authorized by law. I will interpret
this provision consistent with my constitutional
authority to conduct the foreign relations of the
United States and my responsibilities as Com-
mander in Chief.

My Administration is continuing discussions
with the Congress on the remaining 1998 spend-
ing bills in order to protect important priorities
in education and training, the environment,
science and technology, law enforcement, and
international affairs. Over the past several days,
we have made progress in good-faith discussions
with the leadership of the House and the Senate
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Appropriations Committees to close the gap be-
tween us. It is critical that these discussions
continue with the goal of reaching a satisfactory
conclusion as rapidly as possible.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 8, 1997.

NOTE: H.R. 2266, approved October 8, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–56.

Remarks at a Young Democrats Council and Saxophone Club Reception in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
October 8, 1997

First let me thank my good friend Steve
Grossman for the hard work he’s done as chair
of our party. And I want to ask him and our
national finance chair, Alan Solomont, who is
here, who is also from Boston—I appreciate
what they said about Philadelphia in Philadel-
phia. Please don’t ever say it in Boston. [Laugh-
ter] We’re trying to hold both beachheads in
a tough time.

Let me say to the mayor—Philadelphia has
a wonderful mayor, flack, promoter, arm twister,
and leader in Ed Rendell. He always thinks—
[applause]—he’s never ashamed to ask for the
business, and I like that. And I feel pretty good
at this podium. Somewhat to my regret, I will
not be the nominee of our party in 2000.
[Laughter] And so, ultimately, it will not be
my decision to make, but I will say this: The
last time we had a convention in Philadelphia,
in 1948, it worked out pretty well for us. And
I like that.

I’d like to thank the Saxophone Club and
the Young Democrats from Philadelphia, to-
night’s cochairs, Lou Magazzu, Don Schroeder,
Jill Ross-Stein, Jerry McCabe, and David Maser,
and all of you who worked hard to make this
a success. I’d like to thank you for coming here
and for your good spirits, and for helping us
to take this country in a new direction.

Through you, I would like to thank the people
of Philadelphia, who gave me nearly 80 percent
of the vote here in the last election—I am very
grateful for that—and the people of Pennsyl-
vania for twice supporting Al Gore and me and
our administration and what we were trying to
do.

Last week was the sixth anniversary of my
declaration for the Presidency, back in October
of 1991. It’s hard for me to believe that 6 years
have passed and that almost five-eighths of my

Presidency is behind me. But I am very proud
of what we’ve been able to do together. And
I did it mostly for the young people of this
country—and for the future of this country—
because I wanted you—[applause]—I believed
that if we changed the direction of America
we could create a nation in the 21st century
where the American dream really was alive for
every person, without regard to race or gender
or background, everybody who was willing to
work for it.

I believe that we can create an America still
leading the world toward peace and freedom
and democracy and prosperity. And I believe
we can create an America out of all of our
diversity where we celebrate our differences and
respect our differences and we’re still bound
together as one America, a stunning challenge
to all those countries where people are killing
each other because of their differences. And
that’s what I want for you and your future and
our children’s future.

It seems hard for me to believe it was 6
years ago. I said, ‘‘Okay, let’s all get together
and work at this, and we’ll change this country.
We will pursue a course based on the future,
not the past; based on change, not the status
quo; based on unity, not division; based on help-
ing everybody, not just a few; based on leading,
not following. And we’ll have a Government that
doesn’t try to do everything but doesn’t walk
away from our challenges either. And we’ll
change this country.’’

And 6 years later, look at what’s happened.
In 4 years and 8 months in office, we’ve got
over 13 million new jobs and the strongest econ-
omy in a generation; a lot of our most distressed
neighborhoods are beginning to come back; we
just learned today that last month alone—in one
month—there were 250,000 people who moved
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